Partial Translation of the Office Action 

Mailing Date : July 3, 2001 
Notice of Reasons of Rejection 
Number of Patent Application: Patent Application 2000-123965 
Date of Description: June 7, 2001 
Examiner : Hiroshi Masudo 9380 5C00 
Attorney : Hideo Takino 

Articles Applied : Article 29, Paragraph 2, Article 37 

This application should be rejected by the following reasons. When the 
applicant has argument thereto, please submit argument within 60 days from the 
mailing date of this notice. 

Reasons 
I 

The inventions relating to the following claims of this application could be 
easily thought of by those skilled in the art prior to the filing thereof, based on 
the invention described in the following document distributed in Japan or in a 
foreign country prior to the filing of this application, and therefore can not be 
patented under the provisions of Patent Law, Article 29, Paragraph 2. 

Remarks (regarding the cited documents, etc., see the list of cited 
documents ) 

«Claims 1,10, and 15» 

See description of cited document 1, page 3, upper left column, line 19~ 
upper right column, line 4, description of cited document 2, guide of assigning 
position (assigning processing of second words of a song), description of cited 
document 3, left column, line 37— right column, line 9, etc. 
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«Claims 2, 11, and 16» 

It is well known to display only the words of a song as a train of characters, 
as well as to display the words of a song on a score corresponding to the notes 
(for example, see cited document 4, paragraph No. [0063], Fig. 6, etc), and 
there is recognized no particular difficulty to transfer this technique to the 
inventions of cited documents 1~3, to obtain means for displaying only the 
words of a song as a train of characters. 

List of cited documents, etc. 

1 JP-A 63-241 595 

2 Patent No. 2879939 

3 Patent No. 2879940 

4 JP-A 10-240278 

II 

This application does not satisfy the requirements prescribed in Patent Law, 
Article 37, in the following points. 

Remarks 

The inventions of claims 5~9, 12~14, 17~19 f and the inventions relating 
to claims 1~4, 10, 11, 15, and 16 cannot be recognized to have the same 
problems to be solved, nor the same main constituent parts. 

Since this application does not satisfy the requirements of Patent 
Law, Article 37, examination has not been done on the inventions relating to 
claims except claims 1~4, 10, 11, 15, and 16, for the requirements except the 
same law, Article 37. 

There is found no reasons of rejection, at present, for the 
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inventions relating to claims except claims pointed out by this Notice of Reasons 
of Rejection. When a new reason of rejection is found, reasons of rejection will 
be noticed . 
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JP-A 63-241 595 
Particulars: 

Title of the Invention: Musical Word Processor 

Application No.: Sho 62-74349 

Filing Date: March 30, 1987 

Inventor: Yuko Matsukawa 

Applicant: Toshiba 

Attorney: Kensuke Norichika 

In Fig. 1: 

1 keyboard device 

2 display device 

3 printer device 

4 loud speaker device 

5 control processing device 
In Fig. 3: 

as handwritten in the Figure. 

SHORT COMMENTS 

JP-A 63-241595 discloses that score information is entered by playing a 
keyboard, and entered music score Information is displayed on a display, and 
that the words of a song can be added by key entry to be displayed directly 
underneath the notes of the music score. Fig. 1 illustrates the configuration of a 
word processor for music, and Fig. 3 is a flow chart illustrating the operational 
sequences for composing a new music score. In the portion from the 19th line 
on page 3, in the upper-left column to the fourth line in the upper-right column, 
cited in the Notice of Reasons of Rejection, it is described 

"Words of a song are added by entering a key for assigning addition of words of 
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a song. By this key entry, a cursor can be moved freely underneath the notes. 
To insert the lyrics, the user moves the cursor underneath the note to which a 
word is to be assigned. As the user continues to enter words, the cursor moves 
to following notes corespondingly, and the subsucent words are added." 

However, this document has no description concerning the "input cell(s) 
for inputting character(s) of a song words that correspond notes of the melody". 
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JP-A 10-240278 
Particulars: 

Laid-open Date: Septembe 11, 1998 
Application No.: 9-47637 
Filing Date: March 3, 1997 

Title of the Invention: Information Processing System 
In Fig. 6: 

upper part; words of a song with expressions; 
lower part; score 

SHORT COMMENTS 

JP-A 10-240278 discloses an invention related to display of a KARAOKE 
device wherein advice information for singing a song is supper-imposed on the 
display of words-of-song information. The Office Action denotes the point to 
display words of a song on a score corresponding to the notes as shown in Fig. 
6, and to display words of a song as a character train. 

This document, however, does not disclose " input cells for 
inputting characters of words of a song corresponding to the respective notes of 
a melody". 
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Patent No. 2879939 
Particulars: 

Registration Date: January 29,1999 

Application No.: Hei 2-126926 

Filing Date: May 18,1990 

Laid-open No. : JP-A 4-22634 

Laid open Date : January 27,1992 

Title of the Invention : Score Editing System 



In Fig. 1: 


1 


computer system 


1a 


assigning means 


1b 


input position guide means 


1c 


words of a song assigning means 


1d 


menu display means 


2 


input part (instruction means) 


2a 


pointing device 


2b 


keyboard 


3 


work memory 


3a 


work area 


3b 


display work area 


3c 


menu administration area 


4 


display control means 


5 


CRT display 


6 


hard-disk device 


7 


score layout data memory means 


8 


page printer 


9 


score draft 
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10 converter means 

1 1 block copy information memory means 

12 computer lithograph machine 
In Fig, 4: 

score 
In Fig. 5: 
score 
In Fig. 6: 

as handwritten in the figure. 

SHORT COMMENTS 

Patent No. 2879939 discloses a score editing system in which input of 
words of a song data can be done at places indicated by a cursor on a score 
displayed in a display, or at a place indicated according to the assigning position 
guide, by input means formed of a pointing device and a keyboard. The 
Reasons of Rejection point out guide of input assigning processing of position in 
the assigning processing of second words of song. The related description is 
"(Assigning processing of second words of song input) 

Then, as shown in Fig. 4, the indicated characters are automatically 
assigned to words-of-song input position (displayed in inverted fashion in this 
embodiment) individually displayed as guide by input point guide means 1b, as 
words-of-song data (assigning processing of second words of a song input) and 
displayed. It is made possible to input words of a song at predetermined 
position of assigning words of a song, while confirming the input position 
sequentially. 

Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating words-of-song input guide 
picture processing by the input position guide means 1b shown in Fig. 1, wherein 
41 is a lattice point figured out by auxiliary lines LX1 ~LXN (depending on the 
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number of notes in one phrase), auxiliary lines LY1 ~LY3 in Y direction and X 
direction. Here, the auxiliary lines LX1~LXN in X direction are figured, 
following the data of respective note which are already assigned. 

Fig. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating the display state of 
words-of-song assigning position relating to the score editing system of this 
invention, showing the state where input of words of a song corresponding to the 
first stage of notes right to the present mark TM in Fig. 4, By this, as shown in 
Fig. 5, when one character of words of a song is assigned, the input character is 
fixed, and the next input position for words of a song is displayed in reversed 
color, to indicate the input position of the next character of words of a song, and 
to indicate the assigned coordinate. 

Operation of words-of -song assigning processing in the score editing 
system relating to this invention will be described in the following, referring to the 
flow chart shown in Fig. 6. 

Fig. 6 is a flow chart illustrating an example of assigning processing steps 
of words of a song in the score editing system relating to this invention. Here, 
(1)~(17) show the respective steps. 

First, waiting the completion of the assigning treatment of notes (1), 
judgement is done whether the character processing on the menu shown in Fig. , 
2 has been indicated by the pointing device 2a or not (2), if NO go to step (11), 
and other editing processing is executed. 

When the judgement of the step (2) is YES, it is further discriminated 
whether guide indication area 34 on the menu is indicated by the pointing device 
2a (3), If the discrimination is NO, one character assigning mode is settled, to 
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wait the indication of the character disposed in the character selection area 23 
on the menu shown in Fig. 2 (4), and read the font data for corresponding 
display indicated, to display it as a selected character in character train input 
area 28 (5). Then, indication of the allocated position corresponding to 
word-of-song characters input by the pointing device 2a is waited (6). When 
indicated, the input characters are figured out from the allocated position of the 
work area 3a as words of a song, and are displayed on a CRT display 5 (7). 
Here, it is discriminated whether the position of the allocated characters is OK or 
NOT. If NO, the allocated position is amended by shifting along the indicated 
direction (9). If YES, discrimination is made whether the next note data exists 
or not (1 0). If NO, processing move to the next editing treatment. If YES, 
processing returns to step (4) to repeat the above treatment. 

When the discrimination of the step (3) is YES, the assigned position 
guide is displayed as shown in Fig. 4 (12), to wait indication of the assigned 
characters (13). Next, the assigned indication characters are displayed on the 
menu (14). If OK, the automatic assigning display is done as shown in Fig. 5 
according to the pictured guide (15). Then, discrimination is made whether 
there is a next note data or not (16). If NO, the already pictured auxiliary lines 
(auxiliary lines along Y direction and X direction KX1~LXN (depending on the 
number of notes in one phrase) auxiliary lines LY1 ~-LY3) are erased (17), to 
shift to the other editing treatment. 

When the discrimination in the step (16) is YES, the lattice point which 
becomes the next input position of words of a song is displayed in reversed 
manner (18), to return to the step (13). 

As above, it becomes possible to perform assignment of words of a song 
for the respective notes on a score already edited, optionally or automatically, it 
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becomes possible to easily perform assignment of the score information on 
printed sheet on a computer. It becomes possible to output the score sheet 
from a page printer 8, shown in Fig. 1, etc according to the necessity, and to 
perform draft edition." 

Fig.1 is a block diagram for illustrating score editing system. 



This document does not disclose "input cells for inputting charactor of 
words of a song corresponding the respective notes of a melody" 
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3. 

Patent No. 2879940 
Particulars: 

Registration Date: January 29,1999 

Application No.: Hei 2-126927 

Filing Date: May 18,1990 

Laid-open No. : JP-A 4-22635 

Laid open Date : January 27,1992 

Title of the Invention : Score Editing System 

In Fig. 6: 

51 screen scroll i-con 

65 text edition area 

66 load command area 

67 file name display area 

68 skip command area 

69 cancel command area 

70 phrase selection area 
TE text area 

In Fig. 7: 

left side; score, 

right side; words of a song. 

In Fig. 8: 

left side; score and words of a song, 
right side; words of a song. 

SHORT COMMENTS 

Japanese Patent 2879940 discloses a technique which corresponds to the 
above mentioned Japanese Patent 2879939 edited with the edition of words of a 
song already input It is disclosed when characters are to be edited, edition of 
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character train is done in a text area TE on a text edition window 65 as shown in 
Fig. 6, and to assign two characters for one note as shown in Fig. 8. The Office 
Action denotes the description, 

"When assignment of note data is completed and the edition of words~of-song 
data is completed on the text area TE as shown in Fig. 6, a desired phrase is 
indicated by a cursor K in a score displayed on a CRT display 5, assigning guide 
for the respective notes already assigned at the desired pitch as shown in Fig. 7 
is displayed, and the lattice point of a note corresponding to the starting top 
position of inputting words of a song is displayed in reversed manner. If it is 
clicked by the pointing device 2a, for example the character "t>" of words of a 
song in a text area TE is assigned to the work memory 3a by words-of-song 
assigning means 1c (being done based on the assigned data for each note and 
the font data read out" , and the result is assigned and displayed at a position on 
the CRT display 5 in a reversed manner. Then, pointing device 2a is clicked to 
indicate the input of words of a song for the next note, characters L" of 
words of a song in the text area TE are assigned to work area 3a by the 
words-of-song assigning means 1c (to be done based on the assigned data for 
the respective notes and the read font data) (in this case characters of words of 
song are aligned with no gap, or fonts of changed desired size are assigned to 
perform assigning treatment for the work area 3a. The result is displayed on 
the CRT display 5 in the positions displayed in reversed color, as being 
assigned." 

Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram for illustrating the editing menu in the 
score editing system. Figs. 7 and 8 are schematic diagrams for illustrating the 
assigning treatment operation for words of a song by the text editor mode. 

This document, however, does not disclose " input cells for 
inputting characters of words of a song corresponding to the respective notes of 
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a melody 11 . 
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